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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Perrone 
et al. (US 6,603,881). 

3. Regarding Claim 1 , Perrone et al discloses an application programming interface 
for analyzing electronic ink (Fig. 1, handwriting recognition system 30), comprising: an 
analysis context object that maintains document data for a document containing 
electronic ink content that is hosted by a software application running on a first 
processing thread (stored electronic pages) (col. 5, lines 52-67), and an ink analyzer 
object that employs the first thread to make a copy of the document data (Fig. 2, S201 , 
display recorded handwriting data) (col. 5, lines 52-67), provides the copy of the 
document data to an electronic ink analysis process (Fig. 2, S202-S204, select and 
decode selected handwriting data and produce recognition results) (col. 5, lines 52-67, 
col. 6, lines 1-16), and returns control of the first processing thread to the software 
application (Fig. 2, S208, decode more handwriting data) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 
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4. Regarding Claim 2, Perrone et al discloses an application programming interface, 
wherein the ink analyzer object reconciles the results of the analysis process with 
current document data for the document (Fig. 2, S205, merge recognition results with 
recognition state) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Perrone et al discloses an application programming interface, 
wherein the ink analyzer object makes a second copy of the document data for use in 
reconciling the results of the analysis process with current document data for the 
document (Fig. 2, S207, display formatted results) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Perrone et al discloses an application programming interface, 
comprising: an ink analyzer object that receives document data for a document 
containing electronic ink content from a software application hosting the document and 
running on a first processing thread (stored electronic pages) (col. 5, lines 52- 
67)employs the first thread to make a copy of the document data (Fig. 2, S201 , display 
recorded handwriting data) (col. 6, lines 1-16), provides the copy of the document data 
to an electronic ink analysis process (Fig. 2, S202-S204, select and decode selected 
handwriting data and produce recognition results) (col. 5, lines 52-67, col. 6, lines 1-16), 
returns control of the first processing thread to the software application (Fig. 2, S208, 
decode more handwriting data) (col. 6, lines 1-16); and reconciles the results of the 
analysis process with current document data for the document (Fig. 2, S205, merge 
recognition results with recognition state) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

7. Regarding Claim 5, Perrone et al discloses a method of analyzing electronic ink, 
comprising: receiving an analysis context value identifying an analysis context object 
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(stored electronic pages) (col. 5, lines 52-67), the analysis context object including a 
data structure containing characteristic data for one or more elements of a document 
(Fig. 2, S202, selected handwriting data) (col. 5, lines 52-67); and in response to 
receiving the analysis context value, providing results of an analysis of the analysis 
context object (Fig. 2, S204, decode selected handwriting data) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

8. Regarding Claim 6, Perrone et al discloses a method, further comprising: 
receiving a user interface property defining a first processing thread (Fig. 2, S202, 
selecting desired handwriting data) (col. 5, lines 52-67); in response to receiving the 
analysis context value, having the identified analysis context object analyzed using a 
second processing thread (Fig. 2, S203, spatially sort handwriting data) (col 5, lines 52- 
67); and in response to receiving the user interface property, providing the results of the 
analysis of the analysis context object to the first processing thread (Fig. 2, S204, 
decode selected handwriting data and produce recognition results) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

9. Regarding Claim 7, Perrone et al discloses a method, further comprising: 
receiving an options property specifying one or more analysis criteria for analyzing the 
analysis context object (Fig. 6, S601, character or word mode); and in response to 
receiving the analysis context value, having the identified analysis context object 
analyzed using the specified analysis criteria (Fig. 6, S603, obtain new recognition 
results) (col. 6, lines 18-37). 

10. Regarding Claim 8, Perrone et al discloses a method, wherein the analysis 
criteria includes one or more of the group consisting of: enabling text recognition, 
enabling the use of tables, enabling the use of lists, enabling the use of annotations, 
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and enabling the use of connectors and containers Fig. 6, S601 , character or word 
mode) (Fig. 6, S603, obtain new recognition results) (col. 6, lines 18-37). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 9, Perrone et al discloses a method, further comprising: in 
response to receiving the analysis context value, having the identified analysis context 
object analyzed using a background processing thread (Fig. 6, S607, character or word 
mode); and allowing changes to the document during analysis of the document (Fig. 6, 
S608/S609, replace word or character) (col. 6, lines 38-64). 

12. Regarding Claim 10, Perrone et al disclose a method, further comprising 
providing the results of the analysis of the analysis context object by identify a copy of 
the analysis document object modified to include the results of an analysis of the 
analysis context object (Fig. 6, S608/609, merge results by replacing word or character) 
(col. 6, lines 38-64). 

1 3. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Perrone et al discloses a method, wherein providing the 
results of the analysis of the analysis context object includes, upon completion of 
analysis of the analysis context object, generating a results event indicating completion 
of analysis of the analysis context object (Fig. 6, S608/609, new recognition results) 
(col. 6, lines 38-64). 

14. Regarding Claim 12, Perrone et al discloses a method, further comprising: 
receiving a call to reconcile the results of the analysis of the analysis context object with 
a current state of the document (Fig. 2, S204, decode handwriting data and produce 
recognition results); and in response to receiving the call to reconcile the results of the 
analysis of the analysis context object with a current state of the document, reconciling 
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the results of the analysis of the analysis context object with the current state of the 
document (Fig. 2, S205, merger recognition results) (col. 5, lines 1-16). 

15. Regarding Claim 13, Perrone et al discloses a method, receiving a call to 
synchronously analyze at least a portion of the analysis context object (Fig. 12, S1201); 
in response to receiving the call, analyzing the at least a portion of the analysis context 
object (Fig. 12, S1 202-1 203) (processing each line); and prohibiting changes to the 
document until the at least a portion of the analysis document object has been analyzed 
(Fig. 12, S1205-1210) (Cannot process next line until all the words in the current line 
have been processed) (col. 13, lines 54-67, col. 14, lines 15). 

16. Regarding Claim 14, Perrone et al discloses a method, receiving an identification 
of a region of the document (Fig. 12, S1201 , obtaining each line); and in response to 
receiving the identification of the region, analyzing only a portion of the analysis 
document object corresponding to the identified region of the document (Fig. 12, 
S1203— 1210, process words in line being processed) (col. 13, lines 54-67, col. 14, 
lines 15). 

17. Regarding Claim 15, Perrone et al discloses a method of creating an analysis 
context object for use in analyzing a document, comprising: receiving a call to create an 
analysis context object corresponding to a document (Fig. 2, S204, decode selected 
handwriting data) (col. 5, lines 52-67, col. 6, lines 1-16); and in response to receiving 
the call to create an analysis context object corresponding to a document, creating an 
analysis context object that includes a data structure containing characteristic data for 
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one or more elements of a document (Fig. 6, S601) (character or word mode) (col. 6, 
lines 18-64). 

18. Regarding Claim 16, Perrone et al discloses a method, wherein the analysis 
context object includes a value defining a portion of the analysis context object to be 
analyzed during a document analysis process (Fig. 6, S602, current recognition state) 
(col. 6, lines 18-64). 

19. Regarding Claim 17, Perrone et al discloses a method, wherein the analysis 
context object includes a value defining margins for the document (bounding regions) 
(col. 12, lines 23-54). 

20. Regarding Claim 1 8, Perrone et al discloses a method, wherein the analysis 
context object includes an identifier identifying a root node of the data structure (Fig. 6, 
S601) (character or word mode) (col. 6, lines 18-64). 

21 . Regarding Claim 1 9, Perrone et al disclose a method, wherein the analysis 
context object includes hints for assisting a document analysis process (Fig. 2, S204, 
recognition results) (col. 6, lines 1-16). 

22. Regarding Claim 20, Perrone et al discloses a method, further comprising: 
receiving a call to provide an identified node of the data structure (Fig. 6, S601) 
(character or word mode) (col. 6, lines 18-64); and in response to receiving the call to 
provide an identified node of the data structure, providing the identified node of the data 
structure (Fig. 6, S608/609) (character or word mode) (col. 6, lines 18-64). 
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Conclusion 

23. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Sampath et al. (US 6,665,425) discloses systems and methods for automated 
image quality based diagnostics and remediation of document processing systems. 

Dodge et al. (US 7,218,779) discloses methods for communication between an 
application and an ink divider object. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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